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We can learn a great 
deal about what may 

happen in the future by 
looking systematically 

at what is actually 
happening now.

EDWARD CORNISH



P E R S P E C T I V E



STEAM Lab Makerspace – Clean Technology



STEAM Lab Makerspace – Dirty Technology



Remove all 

preconceived 

notions of what 

you can 

and/or can’t 

(or aren’t 

supposed to) 

do as a library.



CHANGE





The signals for the future arrive 
as INBOUND CHANGE

(change that happens to us) 
and we build our future 

through OUTBOUND CHANGE
(change that we create ourselves).

MIGUEL FIGUEROA 

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CENTER FOR THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES



O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L

CHANGE



V A L U E S



www.ala.org/tools/future/trends





A D V O C A T E
FOR CERTIFICATION INCENTIVES



Budget & 
Resources



M A K E R S P A C E S



F A I L U R E 



THE AMAZING & WONDERFUL 

VANISHING CABINET



Robust 
Infrastructure







Data &
Privacy



D A T A
A  N E W  PAT H WAY  T O  S U C C E S S



1 . 2 . 7



1 . 2 . 7
Master’s + Bachelor’s Technical Skills



1 . 2 . 7
Master’s + Bachelor’s Technical Skills

27% ( Higher ed )



82.7%

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/irs/statistics/hsgrads/2010/table1.pdf





17.3%

Workforce
military

Basement man cave



55%







Advocate for CTE pathways

both inside and outside

of your school district.



E N V I R O N M E N T A L

CHANGE





Personalized 
Professional 

Learning





C R E A T I V I T Y
requires the courage

to let go of  certainties.

E R I C H  F RO M M







“Envisioning and making the future must be a 
massively public endeavor…. everyone needs 

to be a part of the conversation about the 
future and become actively engaged in 

making that future.”

MARINA GORBIS

"THE FUTURE AS A WAY OF LIFE.“ (2016)



Curriculum, 
Instruction & 
Assessment



“The biggest challenge and the biggest opportunity
for the maker movement is to

transform education.
My hope is that the agents of change will be the 

students themselves.”

DALE DOUGHERTY
FOUNDER OF MAKE MAGAZINE

https://llk.media.mit.edu/courses/readings/maker-mindset.pdf



Use of Space
& Time



A l’école, Jean Marc Cote, 1901 – education as knowledge transmission





Collaborative 
Leadership



In the future, basic skills will no 
longer be taught in classrooms.

M. MCLUHAN

ELECTRONICS & THE PSYCHIC DROP-OUT. (1966, APRIL) P.38. 











THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
OF THE FUTURE



Cultivate Bravery



Cultivate Bravery

Find Balance



Cultivate Bravery

Find Balance

Nurture Curiosity



Think beyond 

the outside of that 

proverbial box.



Cultivate Bravery

Find Balance

Nurture Curiosity

Earn Respect





Cultivate Bravery

Find Balance

Nurture Curiosity

Earn Respect

Discover their Why



Know your



Cultivate Bravery

Find Balance

Nurture Curiosity

Earn Respect

Discover their Why

Develop Cultural Competency



G L O B A L

CHANGE



T R E N D S



BRIDGING OUR REGION’S TECHNICAL SKILLS GAP

The STEAM Initiative at the Phelps Library







Bridging the STEM 

Skills Gap: 

Employer/Educator 

Collaboration in 

New York

Issued in 2017 by The 

Public Policy Institute of 

New York State



The Skills Gap

in U.S. Manufacturing:

2015 & Beyond 

Manufacturing Institute



Community 
Partnerships



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
W H Y  YO U  D O N ’ T  H AV E  T O  D O  I T  A L L  YO U R S E L F



Public Libraries

Parents

Professionals

Municipalities

Industry Leaders



Parents



Retired / Community Professionals



Municipal Collaboration





•Empire 
State 

•STEM
•Learning

•Network

LONG

ISLAND

NEW

YORK

CITY



Local Businesses



Leah Hamilton 
Executive Director

Phelps Library & STEAM Lab Makerspace
8 Banta St, Ste 200, Phelps NY 14532

315.548.3120

PCMLdirector@gmail.com

www.phelpslibrary.org

www.facebook.com/PhelpsLibrary/
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